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Key Messages 

 
 

Leadership and Priorities 
 
Politicians who campaign on increased funding for health and medical research will get more 
traction with Canadians: 
 

• An overwhelming majority of Canadians (86%) are more likely to vote for a candidate 
who supports increased funding for health and medical research, a rate of support 
consistent with four years ago (84%). 

 
Canadians are increasingly convinced that Canada and their province should be global leaders 
in health and medical research:   
 

• 91% of Canadians say Canada should be a global leader in health and medical research 
as opposed to 86% of Canadians in 2006 and 89% of Canadians in 2009 while 86% say 
that their province should be a national leader as compared to 76% in 2006 and 81% in 
2009. 

 
Canadians view health and medical research as having greater impact over the past decade:  

   
• 91% of Canadians say that health and medical research makes an important 

contribution to the healthcare system with a notable increase in the percentage of 
Canadians who consider it very important (49% in 2015 compared to 61% in 2019). 

 
• 81% of Canadians say that health and medical research makes an important 

contribution to the economy. More notable is the increase among Canadians who 
consider it a very important contribution (41% compared to 31% in 2015). 
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Investments 
 

There continues to be a strong view among Canadians that health and medical research 
should be funded directly by the federal government: 
 

• 9 out of 10 Canadians agree that basic research is necessary and should be supported by 
the federal government and consider it important that federal and provincial 
governments invest in the education and training of health and medical researchers. 
 

• Canadians are of the view; however, that government spending on health and medical 
research has decreased dramatically to an average of 14 cents on the healthcare dollar 
now compared to an average of 23 cents in 2009.  

 
The majority of Canadians are still willing to pay out of pocket to support health and medical 
research and to pay more taxes for Canadian-made health science innovations and 
technologies: 

 
• 6 out of 10 Canadians are willing to pay out of pocket for new health and medical 

research projects and would be willing to pay $1 more a week in taxes if they knew the 
revenues would pay for government investment in Canadian-made health science 
innovations and technologies.  

 

Public Engagement in Health and Medical Research 
 
Most Canadians are not familiar with where health and medical research takes place, nor are 
they aware of opportunities to take part in research; however, their interest in getting 
involved and their support of clinical research is high: 

 

• Familiarity with local health and medical research going on at universities and hospitals 
remains low among Canadians with only 29% being familiar in 2019, a slight drop from 
2009 (31%), and awareness of opportunities to take part in health and medical research 
is unchanged since 2015 with only 24% of Canadians aware of current opportunities. 

 

• Interest in getting involved in health and medical research continues to be very high 
with 63% of Canadians interested in participating in health and medical research and 
93% saying clinical research has important value. 

 
 
The full results of the CanadaSpeaks! 2019 survey can be found at: hhttps://rc-
rc.ca/canadaspeaks-2019-final-report/ 

https://rc-rc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CanadaSpeaks-2019-Final-Report.pdf
https://rc-rc.ca/canadaspeaks-2019-final-report/
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