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MISSION

To improve the 
health and 
prosperity of 
Canadians by 
championing 
Canada’s global 
leadership in 
health research.



Health Research is a shared 
benefit and a shared 

responsibility.



Role in the Sector
Research Canada is the
health research advocacy’s
lighthouse, calling all 
sectors to a common 
shore.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research Canada does not represent the interests of any one sector, agency or group and therefore we are in a unique position to identify the common views, interests, challenges and opportunities within the broader health innovation endeavour and use these to inform our advocacy efforts.



Members, Supporters and Partners
Research Canada has a stakeholder engagement model which 
includes Members, Supporters and Partners drawn from all 
sectors dedicated to increasing investments in health research 
and supporting a robust health innovation system. They include:

• Health research institutes
• Health charities
• Hospitals
• Regional health authorities
• Universities and their Faculties
• Health professional associations
• Companies



Why I Belong to Research Canada
• Strengthens my institution’s and the sector’s presence 

on Parliament Hill
• Fosters collaboration among all HIS stakeholders
• Communicates effectively and gives me access to a 

broad stakeholder network 
• It uniquely focuses on educating the public, media and 

policy makers about health research
• Maintains a longitudinal view and stays the long-term 

advocacy course
• Builds a HIS framework for policy discussion 
• Attracts talent and influence to the organization



New

• The Canadian Association for Neuroscience
• Hamilton Health Sciences
• IWK/Capital Health
• University of Alberta
• University of Calgary
• University of Saskatchewan
• Women’s College Research Institute at 

Women’s College Hospital



Your Candidates, Your Health was Research 
Canada’s election resource for both Advocates 
and Candidates during Election 2015
• Election Primer
• Advocates Campaign Kit
• Candidate Survey
• Patient Stories
• Campaign Blog by GR Expert

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That is where we are going. Let me take you briefly from where we have come over the past year to build an advocacy program that has positioned Research Canada and our Members as valuable stakeholders at the decision-making table. Let us start with Your Candidates, Your Health, our 2015 federal election advocacy program that provided our Members, Supporters and Partners with the advocacy tools and materials they needed to engage with local candidates during Campaign 2015. It featured an Election Primer focused on the key policy issues and asks; an Advocates Campaign Kit that was distributed to all of RC’s Members designed for Members to include materials from their own institutions and with multiple copies of educational leave-behinds and key asks. In effect, our Members did not have to do a thing if they wanted to meet with local candidates and promote health research and health innovation during the campaign. We also designed a Candidate Survey that was filled out online and included patients stories that win hearts first. We were fortunate to have Michelle McLean, a Government Relations Expert at Hill & Knowlton provide us with a series of blogs before, after and during the campaign.







Welcoming Parliamentarians to Ottawa

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following the election, Research Canada prepared a Welcome Kit to give to both new and returning Parliamentarians. The Welcome Kit essentially introduced Parliamentarians to health research and health innovation in Canada. It featured data from our public opinion polls and profiles of our Members, Supporters and Partners. It grew out of the Advocates Kit we had provided to our Members during our Your Candidates, Your Health Campaign, and it was easily adapted into a pristine educational resource for MPs.



Welcome Reception

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Early in the New Year, Research Canada approached the Minister of Health, the Honourable Jane Philpott and informed her about the Parliamentary Health Research Caucus, Research Canada’s non-partisan, educational forum that educates Parliamentarians about the social and economic benefits of health research through educational receptions and luncheons on PH that feature outstanding research and our best and brightest researchers and innovators. We requested of Minister Philpott that she identify a Member of Parliament from the Liberals who could be the next Chair of the HRC and that we announce the new Parliamentary Health Research Caucus at a Welcome Reception, hosted by the Minister, in early March, which is what we did. You can see pictured here, Minister Philpott second from the left and to her right is Mr. John Oliver, the new Health Research Caucus Chair whom she chose. Senator Kelvin Ogilvie, who was our Chair for six years is now the Past Chair of the Caucus and our scientific advisor. To the Minister’s left is Carol Hughes who is the NDP Representative.The Welcome Reception was well attended by Parliamentarians and leaders in the health research and health innovation fields in Canada. The Minister decision to host this event and the amount of time she spent with us that evening sent the signal to Parliamentarians and to our community that she takes health research very seriously and is extremely interested in supporting health research and health innovation in Canada.  It was a great way to launch our new Parliamentary Health Research Caucus!



Parliamentary Health Research Caucus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Research Canada has been extremely active over the past year and a half in promoting Canadian health research and Research Canada’s Members through a number of parliamentary Health Research Caucus events. In the spring of 2015 we held a HRC Luncheon on Vaccine Development in Canada where we featured Canada’s leadership in the development of the Ebola vaccine.



Parliamentary Health Research Caucus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In May we held an event with 18 health researchers focused on Global Health Research and Innovation. We heard from researchers and innovator in maternal, neonatal and child nutritional health, community and institutional contributions to maternal and child health, mitigating the burden of infectious disease, building health systems to ensure global health and chronic and gender health.



• Paediatric Research and Child Health 
in Canada

• Frailty Among the Aged in Canada

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This year we launched our new Health Research Caucus with an event on Paediatric Research and Child Health on May 9th…and another planned for October 24th on Frailty Among the Aged in Canada.



- Genetics of Rare Diseases
- Child and Youth Mental Health
- Healthy Active Living & Obesity
- Acute Care/Trauma
- Complex Care
- Chronic Care

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Paediatric Research and Child Health Caucus Reception was held on May 9th in the John A. MacDonald Building right across the street from Parliament Hill. It was well attended by Parliamentarians, senior government leaders and Research Canada’s Members, Supporters and Partners. You can see in the picture, myself in the pink and we will use me as a reference point since my pink blazer really stands out. To my right is Mr. John Oliver, the Chair of the Caucus and to his right is Senator Kelvin Ogilvie, the Past Chair of the Caucus. To my left is Dr. Martin Osmond, who helped me put together a stellar program focused on the genetics of rare diseases, child and youth mental health, healthy active living and obesity, acute care/trauma, children requiring complex care and chronic care.  You can see some MPs in the crowd, notably Mr. David McGuinty, who represents CHEO’s riding and is directly behind me to the right.



Frailty Among the Aged in Canada
October 24, 2016

• The Science of Frailty
• How to Identify Frailty
• Frailty and our Healthcare System
• Societal Impact of Frailty
• Prevention



Media Portal
Membership Service

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Media Portal is an original idea, formulated in-house to better serve Research Canada Members. The Portal is a single place to go to find news, releases and comment for, about and by the research and innovation communities. It is designed to provide an online meeting place that up until now has not existed. In other words, the Portal will host the news and commentary our community wants to see. But it will do more than this. We heard from Members who expressed frustration with the cost of sending press releases. Through national news wires they typically cost upwards of $1,000 or more. As a result many reported that they limit the number of releases they send out, restricting their communications, missing out on potential news coverage, but also brand recognition within the community. Many Members send to national media lists, but miss out on targeted lists like a number of science or health reporters. Accessing niche audiences relevant to our community is expensive and very difficult. The Portal is designed to fill this gap and add value to research communications. It will cost a lot less, saving users money and allowing them to send releases more often.Users will not be billed by the word so they won’t be limited when sending background information to accompany their releases.We will not use heavy volume discount pricing, which discriminates against lower volume senders.We will serve the health, research and innovation communities broadly and offer Research Canada Members a discounted priceRight now the Media Portal is in the testing phase and we hope to launch this new service to Members in the Fall.



Membership
Service

sdddddd
•

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Catalogue of Products and Services is a new asset in Research Canada’s Membership Benefit Program. After consultation with Research Canada’s Members, specifically communications’ experts within our Member organizations, and potential Suppliers, Research Canada decided to create a Catalogue of Products and Services that would provide our Members with significant discounts for products and services they used on a regular basis in carrying out their operations.  Products and Services include everything from airline and hotel fares to printing and office supply fares. We are currently working on the contracts with suppliers and will pass down these savings to our Members later this year.  



Research Canada 
Publications

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We continue to produce our regular publications: RC on the Move to apprise our Members of what is going on in political Ottawa, our RC Update which is our publication sent to Parliamentarians following a Health Research Caucus event so that we can keep the conversation going about whatever area of research we have recently profiled at a Caucus reception. On screen you see our RC Update which was just released to MPs following our Paediatric Research and Child Health event on May 9th. I am not going to say anything about the Supplement at this stage since those of you who attended our Luncheon were introduced to it then. Needless to say we are very excited about having another vehicle through which we can engage Parliamentarians in Canadian further conversations about Canadian health research and health innovation.



Social Media Activity
Research Canada is a significant player!

Over 4,800 
Twitter followers

20% increase in last year

Over 800 
Facebook likes

100% increase in last year
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